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I. Transparency as embedded in the GPA

II. E-procurement: key design features

III. Relevant provisions in the Agreement

IV. Data: building from statistics

V. e-GPA: a user friendly portal for Parties



Canada and the US
Parties from the American 
continent 

East Asia
China looking to accedeParties to the Agreement + 

new Parties: Ukraine, 
Armenia and Moldova.

CIS Region & Russia
Active accession 
negotiations:
Russia
Tajikistan
Kyrgyz Republic

Australia
Party since 2019

Seychelles
Commitment to accede to 

the GPALATAM and Brazil
Interest slowly shifting to 

the region: new Observers 
and on-going accession 

negotiation!

A growing plurilateral… 

The GPA covered procurement market is 
already significant and expanding!



Core principles of the Agreement
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GPA

Non-
discrimination

Procedural 
fairnessTransparency

…with respect to participation in each
Party’s covered procurement markets.



…Recognizing the importance of transparent 
measures regarding government procurement, 
of carrying out procurements in a transparent 
and impartial manner and of avoiding conflicts 
of interest and corrupt practices, in accordance 
with applicable international instruments, such 

as the United Nations Convention Against 
Corruption…
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Preamble of the GPA



Art. IV - Conduct 
of Procurement

Art. XVI - Transparency 
of Procurement 

Information

Article XVIII -
Domestic Review 

Procedures 

A procuring entity shall conduct 
covered procurement in a 

transparent and impartial manner 

• Publication requirements
• Maintenance of documentation
• Information provided to suppliers

Each Party shall provide a timely, 
effective, transparent and non-
discriminatory administrative or 

judicial review procedure through 
which a supplier may challenge 

In the text of the Agreement…
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The GPA's transparency provisions ensure
that the information necessary to
participate in particular procurements and
to prepare responsive tenders is not shared
only with "the usual suspects,” broadening
the the set of potential suppliers.

Key design features of the agreement: 
Transparency

E-procurement 

Detailed 
Schedules

Publication 
requirements

Specify:
• covered entities,
• thresholds,
• covered services,
• specific exclusions.



It also incorporates additional flexibilities for parties' procurement 
authorities — for example, shorter notice periods when electronic tools are 

used.

It sets out related requirements to ensure that the general principles of 
the GPA are fully respected throughout the electronic implementation. 

The revised text entails a complete revision of the wording of the various 
provisions of the Agreement to streamline them and make the text easier 

to understand.

Recognizing the importance of using, and encouraging the use of, 
electronic means for procurement covered by this Agreement… 
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E-procurement in the GPA: 
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The value of e-procurement in facilitating 
transparency and efficiency in the 
procurement process:

Supports the timely online publication and disclosure of information pertaining to 
procurement plans, opportunities, processes, and results, thereby enhancing the 
transparency and accountability of the procurement process.

Encourages transparent, easy to access, and secure system solutions with 
proper confidentiality features that attract more competition and build trust 
among participants in the procurement process.

Supports the creation of audit trails that improve the integrity of the 
procurement process.

Supports the creation of possible procurement complaints handling functionality, 
improving the fairness, integrity, and accountability of public procurement.



Provisions in the revised GPA related to the 
use of electronic means:

Article 
VI:2

Use of electronic means 
for the publication of 
information related to 

procurement + 
transparency 
requirement!

GPA

Article 
XI

Time periods are more 
flexible when electronic 

means are employed

Article 
XVI:4-6

Article 
XIV

Notification 
requirement on 
statistics from 

contracts covered 
by the GPA

Article 
XVI:2

Provides for the optional 
use of electronic auctions 
as procurement method, 

and safeguards on relevant 
information from the 

process

Publication of award 
information:

E-publication optional,
needs to be kept online 
for a reasonable period 

of time!



Each Party shall collect and report to the Committee statistics on its 
contracts covered by this Agreement. Each report shall cover one year 
and be submitted within two years of the end of the reporting period
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Collection and Reporting of Statistics -
Article XVI 

The number and 
the total value of 

all covered 
contracts;

The number and 
the total value of 

all covered 
contracts awarded 

by each entity, 
broken down by 

categories of 
goods and services 

The number and 
the total value of 

all covered 
contracts awarded 

by each entity 
under limited 

tendering



Central
Mandatory online 

publication, for free, 
from a single point of 

access.

Sub-central or other entities
Encouraged to do the same, 
but not mandatory, only free 

common gateway page 
required if published online.
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Different obligations for central government 
entities and sub-central or other entities!



Notification of relevant information by 
Parties is an important means to ensure the 

transparency and predictability of 
procurement regimes!
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WTO 
Docs 

Online
GPA 

Website
e-GPA 
portal
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The e-GPA Portal: easy access to relevant 
information

GPA coverage and notified 
thresholds

Legal framework on covered 
procurement

Procurement statistics

Procurement notices, multi-
use list of suppliers

Award Information

Enhances efficiency and facilitates
accessibility of information.
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The e-GPA Portal: each Party’s covered 
procurement at a glance

What is covered procurement and above 
which threshold?

The covered entities/goods/services 
at each government level 

General notes
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e-GPA as a one-stop shop!
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Accesible at - https://e-gpa.wto.org
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Accesible at - https://e-gpa.wto.org
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The GPA as a driving force for reforms and 
good governance

GPA Membership means international recognition and proof 
that procurement legislation is compliant w/ best practices

Access to data and statistics – oversight and monitoring 
tool supporting transparency of information

Though optional, the use of electronic means provides 
facilities and flexibilities enhancing transparency

The GPA's transparency provisions ensure both access to 
markets as well as serve as a good governance tool


